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• no transportation to and from school, work, shopping, recreation, open 
space, social and cultural events. 

 
The pROW is vast. Our public right-of-way occupies 50 million square feet or 1.77 
square miles, which is 16.8% of the City’s total land area.  
 
The pROW is multi-layer. Above ground is used for transportation and 
landscaping. Below ground there are gas, water, sewer lines. Above it all are 
electrical wires, optic fiber bundles and trees. 
 
The pRow should be equitable, since the pROW connects everyone with 
everywhere.  
 
II. Equity - Should Waterfront Public Right-of-Way (pROW) Infrastructure 

Improvements be explicitly included in the Vision 2050 Program Plan and the 
planned Nov 2022 Ballot Measure? 
 

The City is considering a 2022 ballot measure that includes a possible ~30 ct/ft2 
parcel tax to repair, reconstruct, and reimagine the public Right-of-Way.  
The draft Vision 2050 Program Plan, which covers the entire city, currently 
identified ten ROW asset categories with over a billion dollars in total 
Infrastructure Funding Needs. See Table 1.  
 
TABLE 1. Breakdown of $1B Citywide pROW Infrastructure Need (Vision 2050) 

Asset Category Infrastructure Funding Needs 

Stormwater $259,500,000 

Streets $248,000,000 

Sewers $194,000,000 

Bike & Pedestrian Plan Projects $122,500,000 

Utility Undergrounding $105,000,000 

Sidewalks $60,000,000 

Transit Projects $45,000,000 

Traffic Controls, Streetlights, Parking $26,000,000 

Trees: planting/maintenance $21,000,000 

Natural Streetscapes $0 

Total: Public Right of Way $1,081,000,000 
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Currently, Berkeley has only two pools, King and West Campus. The lease on the 
West Campus site expires in five years.  Since it is critical that there be a 2nd pool 
serving South/West Berkeley residents, a new pool would need to be constructed 
before the lease expires. In the phase 2 round of T1 funding, a project including a 
new pool and a rebuilt Frances Albrier Community Center in San Pablo Park was 
highly rated by the Parks and Waterfront Commission. The estimate for this new 
Community Center and Pool is $35 million. Since sufficient T1 monies were not 
available, the Commission recommended that this exemplary project be a priority 
for future infrastructure funding. 

The Waterfront also has several priority capital-projects for critical non-pier 
capital needs. In addition, the ceramic tide tubes at Aquatic Park need to be 
replaced to maintain the water quality essential for aquatic and avian habitat. See 
Table 3. 

TABLE 3. Top priority capital funding needs in Parks and the Waterfront (from T1 Phase 2 & 
more) 

Asset Category Top Priority Funding Need 
Frances Albrier Community Center and Pool $35,000,000 
Waterfront – non-pier capital needs  $20,000,000 
Aquatic Park – Tide Tubes   $5,000,000 
Total $60,000,000 

V. Summary

The Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Commission recommends: 
1. 2022 Parcel tax ballot measure include:

a. Infrastructure in the public Right-of-Way at the Berkeley Waterfront
Area.

b. funding for greening our streets, which requires a balance between
living plants and hardscape elements and will require additional
landscaping/maintenance expenses.

2. 2022 Infrastructure Bond measure include:
a. $60 million for top priority capital needs in Parks and at the

Waterfront



https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/legislative-body-meeting-attachments/PRW%20Budget%20Presentation%20FY23-FY24%20Revised.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public-2021-01-28-BMASP-CW_1.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public-2021-01-28-BMASP-CW_1.pdf


https://berkeleyca.gov/your-government/our-work/capital-projects/berkeley-marina-area-specific-plan-bmasp-project
https://berkeleyca.gov/your-government/our-work/capital-projects/berkeley-marina-area-specific-plan-bmasp-project
https://berkeleyca.gov/your-government/our-work/capital-projects/berkeley-marina-area-specific-plan-bmasp-project


https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public-2021-01-28-BMASP-CW_1.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Council%20Worksession%202021-02-16-BMASP-Pier-Ferry%20-%20Draft%20v7.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-03-16-FINAL-Mtg_deck-CW2-Deck_0.pdf
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June 8, 2022 
Re:  Berkeley Marina Area Specific Plan Update 

special events (e.g., concerts) at the eastern side of the park, and to 
develop either a portable or permanent stage area and pathway for event 
equipment.  Before COVID restrictions were implemented, large public 
events were held at the Berkeley Waterfront for several decades, including 
the Kite Festival, July 4th celebration, and occasional musical concerts.  It 
should be noted that these new ideas are just ideas for further discussion 
and community feedback and no final decisions have been made. 

2. Community questionnaire no. 2 is inadequate.  Most of the ideas won’t
generate revenue.

City Response:  The community questionnaire was another tool for 
feedback on ideas generated thus far from meetings with the community 
for potential new revenue-generating and complementary uses at the 
Berkeley Waterfront.  It should be noted that the complementary uses 
being discussed are new uses the community would like to see, even if 
they don’t generate significant new revenue.  If residents did not get a 
chance to complete the questionnaire or had more feedback to provide, 
we continue encourage residents to send us an email at 
bmasp@cityofberkeley.info 

3. Did the City already decide that the Marine Yard is going to be removed?
City Response:  The Marine Yard is an existing long-term tenant at the 
Marina that does not generate significant revenue to the City.  Their lease 
will expire in less than ten years.  Very few marinas in the Bay Area have 
a working boat yard like the Marine Center.  Given these facts, the use of 
this property for potential revenue-generating uses is being discussed.  
Once again, these are just ideas and no final decisions have been made. 

4. The BMASP Meetings are not being noticed or publicized.
City Response:  Both BMASP public meetings have been highly 
publicized through a variety of mailing lists (including the BMASP Project, 
Waterfront, and T1 Mailing lists), the City website, advertisements in 
Berkeley Times and Berkeleyside, and posters throughout the City. 
Hundreds of residents have participated in the process thus far. 

cc: Paul Buddenhagen, Deputy City Manager 
LaTanya Bellow, Deputy City Manager 
Scott Ferris, Director, Parks, Recreation & Waterfront Department 
Jenny Wong, City Auditor 
Mark Numainville, City Clerk 
Matthai Chakko, Assistant to the City Manager 

Handout - Item 10. Council Reports

mailto:bmasp@cityofberkeley.info





